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Historical Narrative  
of the Walnut Creek Wetland 
1890s to 1950s: Untreated water discharged directly into Walnut Creek 

1990s: PEJ (formerly EEJ) organized for environmental justice 

2000s: Master plan developed for an Urban Wetland Educational Park 

2009: Walnut Creek Wetland Center built and opened 

2014: Parks and recreational facilities Bond Referendum (Nov. 4 ballot) 
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Community Needs 
Collaborative brainstorming in break out groups  with WCWCP facilitators 

Sustainable Living  
Focuses on ways residents of the wetland community can conceptualize, realize, 
and then maintain a mutually beneficial relationship between itself and the natural 
environment of the wetland, so that both flourish hand-in-hand into the future. 

Community Vitality 
Focuses on creating strategies and programs that enhance residents’ social, 
economic, and cultural lives by incorporating the gift of the wetland into activities 
of daily life, as community members pursue their life goals. 

Natural Resources  
Focuses on the natural wealth and diversity of the wetlands, consisting of land, 
forests, mineral deposits, water, etc. that are essential for the viability of the 
wetland. 

Conservation 
Focuses on how the interplay of sustainable living, community vitality, and natural 
resources management can protect and promote biodiversity and effective 
ecosystem functions, while improving residents’ knowledge of, and engagement 
with, the wetland. 
 
 





Sustainable Living 
 
Dr. Louie Rivers, Assistant 
Professor, NC State University, 
Department of Forestry and 
Environmental Resources 

Focuses on ways residents of the wetland community can conceptualize, realize, and then maintain a mutually beneficial relationship 
between itself and the natural environment of the wetland, so that both flourish hand-in-hand into the future. 

Research Areas: Commercial Design;  Architecture Design;  Africana Studies; Department of Management, Innovation, and Entrepreneurship (MIE) 

Departments: Commerce;  Affordable-housing ; Community Development;  College of Design 

Example: The focus group conducted this summer focused on examining local residents perception of the environment, the wetland center 
and their personal relationship with the natural environment. 

Community Vitality 
Father Jemonde Taylor, 
Partners for Environmental 
Justice, Outreach Ministry of 
St. Ambrose Episcopal Church 

Focuses on creating strategies and programs that enhance residents’ social, economic, and cultural lives by incorporating the gift of the 
wetland into activities of daily life, as community members pursue their life goals.  

Research Areas: Anthropology; Philosophy & Religion; Political Sciences; Communication; Sociology / Social Work; History;  Education  

Departments: Health Education ; Community-History; Community Engagement 

Example: Having residents from the Raleigh Correctional Center for Women interact with the Wetlands related to environmental care, 
sustainability, or horticulture. 

Natural Resources 
Sherry Graham, Director,  
SE. Raleigh Wetland Center 

Focuses on the natural wealth and diversity of the wetlands, consisting of land, forests, mineral deposits, water, etc. that are essential for 
the viability of the wetland. 

Research Areas: Parks & Recreation; Forestry; Soil Science; Horticultural Science; Biological sciences 

Departments: Parks Access to Waterways;  Nature Paths 

Example: A biological inventory to create a baseline to see how far we’ve come (and how much further we need to go) in our efforts to 
maintain a more resilient and productive wetland.  

Conservation 
Dr. Norman Camp, Chair and 
Community Activist, Partners 
for Environmental Justice 

Focuses on how the interplay of sustainable living, community vitality, and natural resources management can protect and promote 
biodiversity and effective ecosystem functions, while improving residents’ knowledge of, and engagement with, the wetland. 

Research Areas: Soil Science; Chemistry; Estuarine and Coastal; Plant and Microbial Biology; Environmental literacy 

Departments: Learning-environment; Water Quality Management; Environmental Literacy; Soil Preservation; Maintaining Natural-setting 

Example: Projects that promote an understanding and protection of the wetlands, enhances community pride, and encourages economic 
development in a historically under served minority community in Southeast Raleigh. 



Next steps 
• Get the WCWCP Newsletter 

• Sign up to receive email updates 

• Visit http://go.ncsu.edu/walnutcreekwetlands 

• Upcoming events: Walnut Creek Wetland Big Sweep, 
Festival in Motion, and PRCR Bond Referendum 

 

 

http://go.ncsu.edu/walnutcreekwetlands
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Power of Research 
and Collaboration 

Thanks for attending! http://go.ncsu.edu/walnutcreekwetlands 
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